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Selection is prefaced by a historical account, exceedingly well 
drawn up, of his works, both English and Latin ; and further 
to bespeak general favor for these two volumes, we would re- 
mark that they afford to the reader, for the moderate price of 
three dollars, what he could not otherwise obtain for ten limes 
the sum. 



Art. V. — 1. Manifiesto que el Poder Ejecutivo de Colombia 
presenta a la Republica, y al Miindo sobre los Aconteci- 
mientos de J^enezuela, desde el 30 de Abril del presente 
Ano de 1826—16. Bogota. 1826. 

2. Documento Curioso sobre los Acontecimientos de Vene- 
zuela, etc. Carta Confidencial del Vice-presidente de la 
Republica al Jeneral Jose Antonio Paez. Bogota. 1826. 

3. Respuesta del Jeneral Paez a la Carta Confidencial, 
que le dirigio el Vice-presidente de la Republica, etc. 
Bogota. 1826. 

4. Ejecucion del Decreto del Poder Ejecutivo, para Alista- 
miento en las Milicias, que motivo la Acusacion del Jen- 
eral en Jefe Jose Antonio Paez, ante el Senado. Valen- 
cia. 1826. 

Men are prone to magnify objects removed far back in the 
mists of antiquity, and to ascribe undue consequence to those 
incidents, which have acquired historical celebrity. It was the 
just observation of a classic author, Quod naturaliter audita 
visis laudamus libentius, et prasentia invidid, prceterita venera- 
tione prosequimur. Were it not so, we should certainly at- 
tach higher importance to many events actually taking place ; 
events, which must render our day as much the crfyect of 
deep interest to posterity as ages gone by are to ourselves. 
There is no period in the history of man without its memorable 
vicissitudes, full of instruction, — its marked individual, a Cae- 
sar, Washington, Bonaparte, or Bolivar, towering like a bea- 
con above the ever rolling tide of time, and seeming ordained 
to fulfil an extraordinary destiny. Why regard the monu- 
ments of the past so intently as to forget that we ourselves 
already stand recorded in the book of fate, and to overlook 
the striking features of our own brief hour .'' The progress of 
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revolution is not arrested, merely because Napoleon reposes in 
his island grave, no more to disturb the nations with fear of 
change. England has but just dismembered another empire 
to swell her vast dominion in the east. Russia is gaining new 
provinces on the shores of the Caspian, 

'The Athenian has waked from his ages of sloth ;' 

and Greece once again is contending widi the barbarian for 
liberty. But much as the old world affords for contemplation, 
it is little when compared with the spectacle, which the eman- 
cipated nations of America exhibit. 

Here an immense region is agitated by the mighty interests, 
which, thrown into conflict by recent and sudden liberation 
from colonial bondage, have not yet had time to subside into 
the regular channels of established action. To inspire us with 
lively interest in the condition of Spanish America, it would be 
sufficient that independence is the rallying cry of its inhabitants, 
and the United States the leading star by which their bravest 
and wisest and purest patriots are found to be guided. 

The calculating politician must look to them as a people with 
whom our public concerns, already closely connected, will 
continue to be more and more intimately alUed. The profound 
observer of events will discover new cause of admiration in the 
nature of the countries, and the character of the races, which 
are there subjected to the sweeping career of revolution. War 
in South America is not a succession of sieges ; nor is it de- 
cided by ranged battle, fought in the circumstances, and ac- 
cording to the systematic rules of ordinary combat. The very 
names of Mexico, Peru, awaken a crowd of high associations, 
speaking to us of splendid empires, raised into greatness but to 
fall before the daring achievements of a handful of heroes, and 
after centuries of servitude, now once more enjoying a nobler 
independence than when swayed by the sceptre of Manco 
Capac, or Montezuma. The scenery of our own country is 
rich, compared with that of Europe, in majestic forests, mighty 
rivers, and the wide surface of inland seas. But how much 
sublimer still are the grand creations, which the band of nature 
has lavished on the tropical regions of this continent, where the 
great battles of Colombian independence have been fought ! 
There, in the midst of the stupendous ridges and awfiil quebra- 
das of the Andes, or beside the waters of the magnificent 
Qrinoco, the struggling parties contended, in regions shaken 
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by subterranean fires, for the dominion of cities, like Bogota 
and Quito, enthroned thousands of feet above the level of the 
ocean among the lofty heights of Chimborazo, Cotopaxi, or 
Pichincha. 

Of the bold spirits formed amid scenes like these, one 
of the most remarkable is Jose Antonio Paez. The dragon's 
teeth of civil war, planted there by the hand of discord, sprang 
up into a host of armed warriors. Many a bright genius was 
struck out in the collisions of a revolution, which might other- 
wise have slumbered forever in obscurity, or have been known 
only for qualities of a doubtful and questioned character. Such 
is Paez, a soldier by nature, if we may use the expression ; a 
man who rose of a sudden to power and glory, distinguished 
for his martial gallantry, intrepidity, and successful enterprise 
in the field ; which, on many signal occasions, exerted the 
most decisive control upon the fortunes of war. 

Among the natural riches of Colombia are the vast plains of 
the old province of Varinas, watered by the great river Apure, 
and numerous smaller streams. These fertile savannahs are 
covered with luxuriant herbage, which affords pasturage to in- 
numerable herds of cattle, flocks of sheep, and droves of horses 
and mules, in which consist the wealth and commerce of the 
country. The inhabitants are many of them mulattoes, and all 
a bold and hardy race, active, vigorous, familiar vrith danger, 
accustomed to the saddle from infancy ; in fact, the Tartars of 
America. Born a llanero, being naturally of a daring, impetu- 
ous temper, and endued with uncommon native sagacity, Paez 
had early acquired great ascendancy over the wild herdsmen 
of his province, by exhibiting those traits of hardihood and 
dexterity, which, in a rude state of society, confer superiority 
on their possessor. When the revolution broke out, using his 
influence to collect around him a body of dauntless cavalry, he 
commenced a partisan warfare, in which his prowess rendered 
him the terror of his enemies, and the admiration of his in- 
trepid followers. Such a man could not fail of speedily attract- 
ing the attention of Bolivar, who gave him a command in the 
regular army, and duties to perform, suited to the genius ot 
himself and his half disciplined troops, whose furious onset, 
when led by their favorite chief, was generally irresistible. 

Previous to the famous battle of Carabobo, which established 
the military reputation of General Paez, he repeatedly distin- 
guished himself on occasions of smaller importance. Thus, in 
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the spring of 1817, we find him beating, near San Fernando 
de Apure, a large royalist force under Morillo, on their way 
from Santa Fe to reinforce the Spanish troops in Caracas. 
Not long afterwards, he took possession of Calabozo, and by 
that means the patriots obtained entire control of the plains of 
Guayana, Varinas, Cumana, Barcelona, and Caracas. But to 
recount all the military successes of Paez, would be to describe 
a large portion of the pitched battles of the most desperate 
period of the revolutionary conflict. Throughout Morillo's 
sanguinary campaigns, the indefatigable Paez continually at- 
tacked his van, or hung upon his rear, always present where 
execution was to be dine. In this guerra de mucrte, Paez 
did not uniformly escape without severe loss ; but if it hap- 
pened, as in the obstinate engagement in the plains of Cojedos, 
that his cavalry were cut up or disabled, he had but to retire 
for a while to the banks of the Apure, and he soon returned 
with fresh bands of llaneros, as daring and irresistible as their 
predecessors. 

In the campaign of 1821, after various minor engagements, 
the Spanish generals La Torre and Morales concentrated their 
forces in Carabobo, which Bolivar determined to attack. 
Having effected a junction with Paez in the plains of Tinaquillo, 
their whole united army of about five thousand men, numeri- 
cally equal to the enemy, but in actual force inferior, was 
divided into three corps. In their advance on Carabobo, the 
patriots found themselves under the necessity of penetrating a 
narrow precipitous defile, the heights commanding which were 
covered with the royalist artillery. Paez had charge of the 
leading division, consisting, among other troops, of fifteen hun- 
dred horse, and of the battalions aptly termed Los Bravos del 
Apure. Without waiting for the remaining divisions to come 
up, Paez immediately pushed forward to the assault, leading 
his troops in person ; and in spite of the superior advantages of 
the Spaniards, his overwhelming impetuosity drove them from 
their intrenchments with great slaughter, and decided the battle 
in the short space of half an hour. Sedeno, who commanded 
the second division, enraged, says Bolivar in his despatch, that 
his corps could not from the obstacles of the ground, join in the 
battle, ' charged singly a mass of infantry, and fell in its centre, 
in the heroic manner that ought to close the career of the 
bravest of Colombia's brave.' So meritorious was the conduct 
of Paez in this glorious victory, which may be considered as 
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decisive of the independence of Colombia, that Bolivar, in the 
name of the Congress offered on the field of batde to appoint 
him general in chief of the army. 

While bestowing his due share of praise upon the warlike 
talents of Paez, we intend no disparagement of his brave com- 
patriots in arms, of Bohvar, the leaduig genius of the whole 
revolution ; of Santander, Bermudez, Marino, Padilla, Montilla, 
L'rdaneta, Narino, Arismendi, and others, who were distin- 
guished in the battles of New Granada and Venezuela; or of 
Sucre and Santa Cruz, whose fame was acquired at a later 
period, in the liberation of Quito and Peru. His merit was of 
the peculiar kind, which we have explained ; and in that de- 
partment of military excellence he was probably unsurpassed. 
On the organization of the republican government, which 
speedily followed the victory of Carabobo, Paez, in approba- 
tion of his public career, was elected a member of the senate 
for the department of Venezuela, and appointed commandant 
general of the same department. It was while he held these 
offices, that he became implicated in the late insurrectionary 
movements. 

It may be safely inferred, from our statement of the origin 
and early life of Paez, that he was litde indebted to the refine- 
ments of education for his poHtical elevation. He is now 
about forty years of age ; and it is said that, in the compara- 
tively tranquil years since the expulsion of the royahsts from 
Venezuela, he has made rapid progress in those elements 
of knowledge in which he was most deficient. Many anec- 
dotes are related of his extraordinary personal strengdi and 
dexterity, with others of a less creditable nature, concern- 
ing the recreations of his idler hours. A signal instance of 
individual prowess occurred during the war, in a reconnoitering 
excursion on the banks of the Orinoco. Bolivar descrying 
four of the enemy's gunboats about half a mile distant in the 
stream, expressed a vidsh that they were in his possession. 
Hereupon Paez assembled a few of his most tried adherents, 
and arranging with them his plan of attack, he plunged into the 
river at their head, each man holding his sword between his 
teeth, and swimming thus towards the royalists, he succeeded 
in boarding and capturing their boats. By living on terms 
of familiarity with the officers and soldiers of the army, 
sharing in their dangers, privations, and amusements, and con- 
stantly exhibiting so high an example of courage, relieved at 
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the same time by frankness and generosity of temper, he was 
enabled to exercise unlimited influence over his half civilized 
followers. From all these circumstances, it is evident that, 
with many elements of greatness in the character of Paez, 
some qualities were intermingled capable of proving either 
beneficial, or the reverse, to the best interests of his country, 
according to the impulse and direction which they might 
receive. 

Such, as we find him represented by writers entitled to 
credit, is the prominent personage, whom the recent events in 
Venezuela have brought so distinctly before the eyes of the 
world. The publications, named at the head of this article, 
a&iid much information, equally authentic and curious, on 
this interesting subject, and serve to correct the vague and 
contradictory statements, which the newspapers have from 
time to time contained. They emanate from the highest 
source ; for the Manifesto is the official act of the Vice 
President, General Santander ; and the piece upon the En- 
listment of the Militia is written in the first person, and 
signed by General Paez himself; while the two remaining 
pamphlets comprise tlieir confidential correspondence, wherein 
each vindicates his own motives and conduct, and impugns 
those of his adversary. Combining all the sources of intelli- 
gence within our reach, we shall endeavor to present a just 
view of the facts, and of the feelings of the respective parties, 
connected with an affair, which has deeply agitated Colombia, 
and abroad has been regarded with anxiety alike by the friends 
and foes of the new republic. 

At the commencement of the year 1826, Colombia was ap- 
parently prosperous in her political condition. Her immense 
territory was freed, in its whole extent, from the Spanish yoke, 
and not a foreign enemy remained on her soil. She had 
entered into the closest relations with Great Britain and the 
United States, as well as with her sister republics in the South. 
The executive department was ably administered by the Vice 
President, Francisco de Paula Santander ; he and the Presi- 
dent, Bolivar, being both reelected to their offices at that time, 
notwithstanding their express renunciation of the honor. 
Among the other members of the cabmet, are gentlemen, 
whose talents and patriotism have been thoroughly proved by 
long and faithful services. Mr Gual, Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs till he went to the Congress of Panama, and Mr Re- 
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strepo, Secretary of the Home Department, ought particularly 
to be mentioned in this connexion, because, from the founda- 
tion of the government, they have discharged tlie duties of 
these important stations with ability, and apparently with a 
single eye to the public good. Bolivar himself stiD remained 
in Peru with the liberating army, having recently, by means of 
the surrender of Callao after an obstinate defence, succeeded 
in completely expelling the Spaniards from that fine country, 
whose independence Sucre had already established by the de- 
cisive victory gained over the Viceroy La Sema, on the plains 
of Ayacucho. Notwithstanding the seeming tranquillity, how- 
ever, active causes of discord were at work, to which an un- 
expected circumstance imparted either accidental efficiency 
and mafignity, or perhaps only a plausible pretext for explosion. 
Colombia, it is known, consists of provinces, which, under 
the colonial administration, were distributed into three exten- 
sive governments, designated as the viceroyalty of New Grana- 
da, the captaingeneralship of Caracas, and the presidency of 
Quito. For many years after their separation from Spain, 
the various large provinces of New Granada and Venezuela 
entertamed the design of constituting independent states. 
Abortive and ill judged attempts to erect separate governments, 
made sometimes by single provinces, or parts of provinces, and 
sometimes by an aggregation of provinces, marked the early 
stages of the revolution. The states of Venezuela even pro- 
ceeded so far, as to frame an elaborate constitution of govern- 
ment in 1811, at a Congress, assembled in Caracas, consisting 
of representatives for Margarita, Merida, Cumana, Varinas, 
Barcelona, Truxillo, and Caracas.* But this act, as the 
event proved, was altogether premature. In the course of the 
desperate struggle which ensued, the necessity of a more ex- 
tended union and of closer consohdation was forced upon the 
notice of the patriots by the rigorous exigencies of war. 
Hence, at the Congress of Venezuela alone, assembled at Angos- 
tura in 1819, Bolivar proposed the 'fundamental law' of, De- 
cember 17th, being a species of provisional or indefinite league 
of union between the inhabitants of the two governments. 
This law was cheerfully acceded to by New Granada, and at 
the general Congress of Cucuta, assembled in consequence of 

*This constitution, with the other acts of the same Congress, may 
be found in Thompson's Alcedo, Art. Fenezttelet. 
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it, the law was solemnly adopted and ratified, as preliminary 
to the formation of the present constitution. At this Congress 
the deputies, after discussion of the subject, adopted the cen- 
tral form of government, in preference to the federal, with 
almost entire unanimity. But it is worthy of note, that the 
deputies from Venezuela maintained the expediency of a cen- 
tral union of the republic, in opposition to some from New 
Granada, who expressed a decided partiality for a simple con- 
federacy.* That neither party might be deprived of an op- 
portunity to signify their mature opinions on this point, an arti- 
cle was inserted in the constitution in these words ; ' After an 
experiment of ten or more years shall have discovered all the 
inconveniences or advantages of the present constitution, the 
Congress shall convoke a grand convention of Colombia, au- 
thorized to examine it, or to reform it in its totality.' 

Harmoniously as the foundations of the republic were laid, 
the government ere long became convinced, that neither Vene- 
zuela nor Quito was perfectly satisfied with the operation of 
the constitution. No doubt they sustained some inconvenience, 
by reason of the remoteness of the seat of government from 
the extreme points of the nation, a remoteness increased in its 
effect by the imperfection of the means of internal communica- 
tion. But the real source of dissatisfaction, as we apprehend, 
lay in the feelings of the citizens of Caracas and Quito, each 
of which places had formerly enjoyed the privileges and rank 
of a metropolis, but was now reduced to the comparative in- 
significance of a mere provincial capital. Perceiving this 
state of things. General Santander, who, as Vice President, 
while Bolivar was pursuing his career of victory and military 
glory on the shores of the Pacific, had the arduous task to 
perform of accomplishing the political organization of the re- 
public, did not rest satisfied with merely measuring out exact 
justice to the inhabitants of Venezuela. Wherever a fair occa- 
sion offered itself, the executive sedulously favored them, so 
far as could be done consistently with established laws, and 
with the rights of the rest of the nation. Upon Paez, the 
favorite general of Venezuela, the government at Bogota be- 
stowed numerous marks of particular confidence and predilec- 
tion ; so that his recent conduct exposes him to the charge of 
ingratitude towards the executive, besides that of violating the 

* Manifiesto, p. 6. Carta Confidencial, p. 5. 
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constitution. In discharging the public debts created by the 
war, the claims of the creditors of the nation in Venezuela 
obtained the earliest attention. Venezuela is one of the three 
departments which alone received their contingent of a million 
of dollars, appropriated by the legislature to be expended, 
according to the discretion of the executive, in the encourage- 
ment of agriculture. Venezuela, having under arms a consid- 
erable force by sea and land, has consumed more of the 
English loan than any other department. Although Venezuela 
posssesses the means of producing a fixed and abundant reve- 
nue, yet nothing has been drawn from its treasury for the use of 
the otlier provinces. Venezuela, on the contrary, has receiv- 
ed more assistance than any of its sister departments, from the 
pecuniary resources of Cundinamarca. AH this should be 
as it is, perhaps, because Venezuela, being, by its geo- 
graphical position, the vanguard of the republic in respect of 
her European assailants, must necessarily be required to main- 
tain a more commanding military attitude than Cundinamarca. 
But it shows conclusively how anxious the government has 
been to discharge its duty, and its whole duty, towards the 
Venezuelans, not unmindful that in this quarter, if anywhere, 
a susceptibility of discontent might reasonably be apprehended. 
The government also labored particularly to retain the good 
will of the military forces of the republic stationed in Venezue- 
la, by devoting unwearied care to their smallest interests, readily 
favoring the applications of their officers, and omitting to note 
their lighter delinquencies with too severe an eye. Further- 
more, in anticipation of the surrender of Puerto Cabello, the 
executive authorized general Paez, the commander in chiei, 
to dispense such military honors among his fellow soldiers, on 
the happening of that event, as he should deem a meet reward 
for their courage and conduct in the final operations of the 
war on the Atlantic frontier. And to recompense the services 
of Paez himself, and the other Venezuelan generals, liberal 
grants were made of the national domains, with every possible 
accommodation in their selection and exchange. 

Independently of the particular administration of the consti- 
tutional government it would be absurd to deny or dispute, not 
only the benefit which New Granada derived from the union, 
but the still more extensive advantages which it conferred on 
Venezuela and Quito. The latter is indebted for its indepen- 
dence to the battle of Pichincha, gained by the liberating army 
VOL. XXV. — NO. 56. 13 
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despatched from Colombia to the succor of its desponding 
patriots. As to Venezuela, she, being the actual seat of the 
war during its concluding years, sensibly felt, in the con- 
stant supplies which she drew from the richer and more popu- 
lous provinces of the interior, all the blessings of confederation. 
Were she disposed for a moment to forget this, she would be 
ungrateful to the memory of thousands of brave men from the 
provinces of Bogota, Tunja, Socoro, and Pamplona, who per- 
ished in the bloody conflicts of the Apure, and false to the 
fame of the soldiers of Antioquia, Mariquita, and Neiva, who 
combated in the victorious battalions of Carabobo. • In short, 
but for the union of the two provinces under the common name 
and with the joint resources of Colombia, far from attaining 
their present rank in the great family of powerful nations, they 
would, in all probability, have continued to undergo that alter- 
nate succession of splendid victories and deplorable defeats, 
which characterized the earlier stages of the revolution, with 
their implacable enemy still pursuing his ravages in the iieart 
of Venezuela. 

Notwithstanding all these circumstances, which show the 
peculiar obligation of Venezuela to preserve her fidelity to the 
constitution and to the constitutional government inviolate, a 
disaffected party existed there, whose operations inspired the 
executive with well founded alarm, and with presentiments 
of discord, but too fully realized in the sequel. They con- 
verted the press, which ought to have been employed in dis- 
seminating sound national principles of fraternity, order, and 
stability, into a blind instrument of attack on the fundamental 
institutions of the land. They criticised the laws with factious 
acrimony, they assailed the representatives of the nation with 
all the bitterness of hatred, and grossly exaggerated the neces- 
sary effects of their newness in the duties of legislation ; they 
calumniated the executive, both personally and in the abstract, 
with a keenness of invective, which none but the hostile inva- 
ders of the country, or Spanish emissaries could deserve. 
Affecting to disavow the improved political geography of Co- 
lombia, they cast undeserved and impolitic reproaches upon 
their compatriots in what was formerly New Granada, on ac- 
count of its being the provisional seat of the government.* 

In the view of these indications of uneasiness, the executive, 

*Manifiesto, p. H. 
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feeling justly anxious for the tranquillity of tlie republic, called 
die attention of the Congress to the growing evil, and despatched 
communications to the generals commanding in Venezuela, 
Sulia, and Maturin, urging them to be vigilant in guarding the 
public welfare, and pointing out to them the sources of mischief. 
Their replies contained assurances of the most satisfactory na- 
ture. Paez, in particular, engaged ' to take care that the gar- 
rison of Caracas should be composed of privates and ofScers 
entirely trustworthy, and decidedly interested for the constitu- 
tional order, and for that unity, in which consists essentially the 
power and felicity of a government established at the cost of 
so many sacrifices.' Subsequently, the administration neglect- 
ed no expedient, which could be devised, for impressing on 
both citizen and soldier the incalculable benefits of liberty, 
concord, and a central government. And to silence every 
imputation against his individual patriotism, the Vice President, 
when his first term of service expired, declared his anxious 
wish to be permitted to withdraw into the retirement of private 
life. But no precautions, however judiciously conceived, 
could prevail to avert the impending storm, which broke out 
on occasion of the following incidents. 

In comphance with the requisition of a resolve passed by the 
first Congress in 1821,* the executive issued a decree, dated 
August 31st, 1824, providing for a general enlistment in the 
militia of all citizens between the ages of sixteen and of fifty 
years, with certain exceptions. OfScers were designated, by 
whose agency, subject to the direction of the generals com- 
manding in each department, the enlistment should be effected. 
It is not our business to inquire into the general wisdom of this 
decree, or of its particular details, of which, without a minute 
knowledge of the local peculiarities of the country where it 
was to take effect, we should be very incompetent judges. 
Suffice it to say that we perceive nothing in it, likely to prove 
a greater hardship to the people, tlian the provisions of our 
own militia system ; and this, much as our peaceful citizens 
complain of it, we apprehend none of them consider so intoler- 
able a grievance, that they would plunge into the horrors of 
civil war to escape from it. Indeed, a conclusive answer to 
any allegation against the practicability or constitutionality of 
the decree, is found in the fact, that eleven of the departments 

*Cuerpo d« Leyes de Colombia, p. 80. 
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received it and carried it into execution without betraying the 
slightest symptom of repugnance. In Venezuela alone it en- 
countered opposition of the most determined character, being 
severely ridiculed and denounced by some of tlie journals 
printed at Caracas, which, in language hardly distinguishable 
from absolute sedition, exhorted the people to disobey it, as a 
matter of duty. Alarmed by these tokens of violent feeling, 
General Paez organized only a few companies, and immediate- 
ly apprized his government of the causes, which had prevented 
a complete execution of the decree. There not appearing to 
the Vice President to be any adequate reason for retracing his 
steps, he merely despatched an order to Paez, recommending 
great circumspection in the discharge of his duty, and the care- 
ful avoidance of the least occasion for disturbance or confusion, 
which might exact the interposition of military force. And 
here the matter rested for a full year, the government at Bo- 
gota receiving no intelligence whatever on the subject, until 
January, 1826, when Escalona, the intendant of Venezuela, 
and the municipality of Caracas, simultaneously complained of 
the proceedings of general Paez. 

They represented, the former in a communication to the 
executive, the latter in a memorial to the house of representa- 
tives, that Paez ordered the inhabitants of Caracas to appear 
at the convent of San Francisco, on the morning of January 
sixth, for the purpose of general enlistment in the regular mi- 
litia. The appointed time being elapsed, and the citizens not 
having generally assembled, Paez commanded, as he himself 
admits, that a party of soldiers belonging to the battalions of 
Apure and Anzuategui should patrol the streets, and compel 
the citizens to repair to the parade for enrolment, and mean- 
while despatched an aid to the intendant, Escalona, to apprize 
him of the circumstance. Apprehensive of the consequences 
of so rash an act, Escalona hastened to entreat Paez to recall 
his patrols, which was immediately done by sound of bugle, 
and took upon himself the responsibility of finishing the enlist- 
ment. Accordingly the inhabitants, being again summoned to 
appear on the ninth, did HOt wait for the compulsory process of 
the military, but peaceably submitted to be enrolled in confor- 
mity with the law. It does not appear that, in the proceedings 
of the sixth, violence was offered to a single individual, or that 
private houses were entered by the soldiery, or that any citizen 
sustained the slightest injury. Paez expressly avers the con- 
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trary, and, as we think, satisfactorily refutes the extravagant 
exaggerations of his accusers, particularly of the munici- 
pality of Caracas, who impute to him feehngs and intentions 
equally incredible in themselves, and unsupported by evidence. 
In short, the citizens were, without question, not a Uttle terri- 
fied by a measure, which savored pretty strongly of martial 
law ; and while the influence of their terror was fresh in their 
minds, they and the intendant made representations of the 
affair highly colored by their abhorrence of what they conceiv- 
ed to be a violent exercise of arbitrary power. 

When the petition of the municipality of Caracas reached 
Bogota, it excited among the representatives in congress a 
transport of zeal for the liberties of tlie people. They deter- 
mined at once, unadvisedly we think, to accuse General Paez 
for official misconduct, at the bar of the senate as a high court 
of impeachment. We say unadvisedly, because it does not 
appear that they heard any evidence previous to exhibiting the 
articles of impeachment.* The memorials of Escalona and of 
the city of Caracas were tlie statements of an accusing party. 
They did not constitute evidence, upon which the grand in- 
quest of the nation should have instituted a solemn impeach- 
ment, on so grave a charge, and against an officer so high in 
station and character. 

Besides, in justice to Paez, we ought to declare that, thus 
far, if his conduct will not admit of perfect justification, there 
is room for much extenuation. We perceive nothing, in the 
publications on the subject, which may impel us to beUeve 
that he was actuated, in the affair of the enlistment, by any 
criminal motives, or any inducements whatever, other than a 

* See Ejecucion del Decreto para Alistamiento, p. 15. 

For the better understanding of the subject, we subjoin a brief ab- 
stract of the constitutional provisions respecting it. 

Art. 89 and 90. The House may impeach before the Senate the 
President and other persons in the employment of the state for high 
crimes and misdemeanors. 

Art. 97, 98, and 99 make the Senate a court for the trial of im- 
peachments, either by itself or by commission. 

Art. 100. ' Whenever an accusation proposed before the Senate is 
admitted by it, the accused becomes de facto suspended from his office, 
which shall be filled ad interim by the proper authority.' 

Art. 101. Two thirds are necessary to convict. 

Art. 103 limits the punishment to removal from office, and incapa- 
city for holding other offices of honor, profit, or confidence. 
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desire to effect the execution of a decree which he was charged 
to enforce. Various reasons are assigned for his omitting 
to complete the enlistment for a year, and then suddenly re- 
suming it ; none of them, however, seem perfectly satisfactory. 
But whether that omission was culpable, or justifiable by the 
discretion vested in him, is immaterial to the present question, 
because it did not form the point of liis accusation. That rest- 
ed on his employment of the military to compel the attend- 
ance of the citizens. Now we can easily account for the feel- 
ings, which hurried Paez into this fatal indiscretion. Twice 
before the morning of the sixth, did he ineffectually summon 
the citizens to appear. Obeying the exhortations of factious 
partisans, instead of the voice of the law, the inhabitants of 
Caracas wilfully neglected the enrolment now, as they had 
done the year before. Incensed at this open contempt of his 
mandate, and of his general authority as military chief, Paez 
ordered out patrols to exact that respect for the government, 
which ought to have been spontaneously rendered. However 
contrary to the principles of civil liberty the order issued by 
Paez may have been in die abstract, practically it was unat- 
tended with any of those aggravating circumstances, which his 
accusers alleged. Intimations, we know, are not wanting, that 
Paez lent himself to the anticonstitutional faction in Venezuela, 
from the beginning ; nay, that he acted in flagitious concert with 
one greater than himself, for the purpose of unitedly subverting 
the liberties of their common country ; and that the whole 
affair of the enlistment, from its beginning down to its final 
catastrophe, was but an elaborate plan to rouse the spirit of 
insurrection. These imputations were an after thought ; they 
stand without proof ; and they are hardly credible. Time may 
unfold hidden things, but it is our duty at present to judge from 
what is before the world. Had the impeachment proceeded 
to a regular issue, we think the Senate could not, uj»on such 
knowledge of the facts as we can procure, have found Paez 
deserving of exemplary punishment, especially considering the 
exalted merit of his past services and sacrifices in the cause of 
patriotism. 

But, unfortunately for the reputation of General Paez, un- 
fortunately for the welfare and honor of Colombia, he was 
afterwards betrayed, through the ardor of his temperament, 
acted upon by false advisers, into violations of the constitution 
ef his country, totally unjustifiable, and scarcely susceptible of 
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palliation. When the order announcing his impeachment, 
reached Paez, with notice of his consequent suspension from 
his command, and the temporary transfer of it to General 
Escalona, he received it with transports of anger. Neverthe- 
less, in letters addressed to persons of distinction at Bogota, 
he declared his determination to acquiesce in the course of the 
laws, and apparently betook himself sincerely to making pre- 
parations for his departure to the capital, and his defence be- 
fore the court of impeachment. Here was, indeed, a noble 
occasion for crowning the reputation he had achieved in war. 
To yield implicit obedience to the legislature, to rely witli 
noble confidence on the innocence* and rectitude of his con- 
duct, to fly and lay down his laurels at the feet of the constituted 
authorities of his country, this would have exhibited to the 
world the clearest proof of his disinterested patriotism, his love 
of order, his attachment to the constitutional system, which 
he had sworn to support ; demonstrating, beyond the possibility 
of question, the stability of the republican institutions of Co- 
lombia. But he shrunk from the ordeal, suffering his own fair 
fame to be tarnished with the charge of insurrection, and the 
brights prospects of his country to be overclouded. 

General Paez afBrms that the intelligence of his suspension 
occasioned the most lively apprehensions at Valencia, inasmuch 
as the Venezuelans relied solely on his personal influence to 
maintain the tranquillity of the department. The day after his 
summons arrived, a public meeting of the inhabitants of Valen- 
cia was held, at the instigation of Colonel Francisco Carabano, 
of the staff, professedly for the purpose of obtaining a loan to 
supply the garrison with rations. It was universally understood, 
however, that the main object of the meeting was to demand 
the restitution of Paez to the command, notwithstanding his 
impeachment and the consequent order of suspension. The 
subject being under discussion, the municipality sent for Doctor 
Miguel Pena, in order to be guided by his advice in this deli- 
cate emergency ; but nothing being determined definitively, it 
was resolved to reassemble on the two succeeding days. The 
next day the governor, Fernando de Penalver, came in from 
his hacienda, and unofficially signified his disapprobation of the 
proceedings. Nevertheless on Saturday the twentynintli, the 
people assembled again in still greater numbers ; and the gov- 
ernor, accompanied by the municipality and by Doctor Pena 
in the capacity of assessor, presented himself before the people. 
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and exhorted them to abandon their intention of reinstating 
Paez, which he justly characterized as wholly factious and 
unconstitutional. Probably the public agitators now began to 
fear that they should fail of accomplishing their ends ; for on 
Sunday three dead bodies, having the appearance of violent 
death recently inflicted, were dragged into the public square ; 
and this horrid spectacle so terrified the anxious and alarmed 
inhabitants, diat they fell into the snare prepared for them, and 
loudly demanded a meeting of the municipality. The bleeding 
corpses before their eyes, pleaded more convincingly than any 
living eloquence could have done, the expediency of unresist- 
ing submission to the power of the sword. Regardless of the 
remonstrances of the governor, the people filled the air with 
cries of f^iva Paez, and rushing to the general's house, they 
conducted him to the assembly, where he was by acclamation 
reinvested with the authority of military chief, which he 
accepted. 

Had the matter stopped here, still it would have been evi- 
dent that these proceedings were the work of seditious persons, 
who wrought upon the fears of the people to force them into 
disorderly acts, against their inclination and their better judg- 
ment. Beside the military followers of Paez, who appear to 
have been led by Colonel Carabano, much is attributed to the 
machinations of Doctor Pena. This person, whose talents and 
capacity for intrigue are spoken of as great, has acted a very 
prominent part in the whole revolution, having been at one 
period president of the first Congress. At this time he was in 
disgrace for an alleged fraud on the treasury to a large amount, 
and undisguisedly professed the most implacable hostility 
against the government at Bogota. Public opinion accuses 
him of being the confidential adviser of Paez in this and the 
subsequent movements, and of fomenting the resentment of the 
soldiers at their general's impeachment, in order to cancel his 
responsibility to the laws by the summary means of a political 
convulsion. 

Whatever secret influence Paez acted under, he stood now 
in open resistance to the constituted authorities of the nation. 
He had accepted a command illegally tendered to him, and 
thereby publicly participated in rebellion. It is in vain for 
Paez to urge the importunity of the Valencians, alarmed for 
the safety of their property, their families, and their lives ; for 
this alarm was kindled by his own creatures, and by the veteran 
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soldiers of Apure, with whom his will was law. His duty, as 
an upright citizen, required him, instead of tamely yielding to 
a popular tumult, to exert his boasted influence in repressing 
it, and to sustain the authority of the constitutional government, 
or if driven by the force of circumstances to retain his com- 
mand for the immediate preservation of public tranquillity, he 
should instantly have made known the circumstances to the 
government, that they might provide for the contingency. 
Nothing could have been easier. Santander declares, that, 
anticipating the possibility of such a state of things, he intend- 
ed on the slightest intimation from Paez that any uneasiness 
was likely to occur in the department from his suspension, to 
assume the authority of continuing hini in the actual command 
of the army, only nominally conferring it on General Bermu- 
dez, or General Mariiio. But no, — ^with singular inconsistency, 
Paez felt bound to observe religiously the extravagant resolu- 
tions of a municipality, while he proceeded in direct contempt 
of the lawful decrees of the senate, communicated through the 
executive power of the republic. It is equally vain for Paez 
to pretend that his resumption of authority was necessary for 
the salvation of Venezuela ; for he himself makes assurance 
that the first movement was exclusively confined to Valencia, 
while in Caracas they were ignorant of its object. Nay, the 
house of representatives had accused him only at the instance 
of the municipality of Caracas. Indeed, it is futile beyond 
endurance to insist upon the necessity of his remaining in com- 
mand to preserve the public peace, when this very fact was 
the most flagrant of all violations of it, as being a bold defiance 
of the national government ; an act of absolute rebellion ; a 
declaration of civil war, suited to produce all the horrors of 
bloodshed and anarchy. 

Not designing to give a circumstantial narrative of the subse- 
quent incidents, we have ventured to explain thus minutely the 
earliest acts of the attempted revolution, of which all that 
followed was but the consequence and the developement. A 
brief sketch of what ensued will suffice for our present purpose. 
To reinstate General Paez in authority, contrary to an express 
provision of the constitution, and to persist in maintaining him 
in it, without some ulterior object, either real or pretended, 
would have been too palpable an evasion of justice to bear 
examination. He and Doctor Peiia well knew that, if they 
rested the cause here, tliey would everywhere be reproached 
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with originating and fomenting an insurrection for the sole pur- 
pose of screening themselves from trial or punishment for al- 
leged crimes. A plausible pretext was at hand. They had 
but to cry out against the abuses of the central government, 
and identify themselves with the anticonstitutional party in 
Venezuela. Accordingly the political agitators of Valencia 
declared their aim to be the promotion of reforms in the con- 
stitution, which might give to Venezuela greater importance in 
the union. To attain this object, they proposed to call a con- 
vention with all due despatch, without waiting the period of 
ten years prescribed in the constitution. They professedly 
invested Paez with the provisional supreme authority, solely 
for the execution of this design. General Santiago Marino, an 
officer distinguished in the revolution, and a senator from the 
department of Orinoco, being made his second in command. 

When these events were known at Caracas, the municipality 
precipitately confirmed the act of Valencia ; either because 
they gladly seized upon the opportunity to change the consti- 
tution, or more probably, because they feared that Marino, 
who was marching to the city, might be commissioned to pun- 
ish them severely for their accusation of Paez. Other muni- 
cipalities in Venezuela soon followed the example, not in 
obedience to their own reason, but from a dread of the in- 
surgent soldiery. An assembly of delegates from various 
municipalities of Venezuela and Apure afterwards met in 
Valencia, ratified the acts of the separate cabildos, declared 
Paez innocent of the crime for which he was impeached, 
and proposed a grand convention of Colombia for the re- 
form of the constitution. Paez, meanwhile, made arrange- 
ments for withstanding any attack from the government, uni- 
formly declaring, however, that he should act wholly on the 
defensive, and appealing to Bolivar as the great mediator and 
umpire, to accommodate all the public differences. Occasion- 
ally, during the summer, he manifested some doubts of the 
issue of this appeal ; but in most of his public acts, he assumed 
a bold tone, and hesitated not to accuse the Congress of havmg 
wantonly precipitated a revolution by admitting of his impeach- 
ment. He removed the regular officers commanding at Puerto 
Cabello and La Guayra, appointing partisans of his own in 
their stead, and raised new troops, thus in fact holding military 
occupation of Venezuela. 

When information of these extraordinary events reached 
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General Bermudez, who commanded in the department of 
Orinoco, he issued a proclamation, denouncing the movements 
of Paez, and signifying his determination to support the laws 
in his department. The disturbance was, for a time, confined 
to Venezuela and Apure ; and the central government felt war- 
ranted to hold strong language respecting the insurgent chief 
and his party. General Santander began by addressing a con- 
fidential letter to Paez, eloquently urging upon him the enor- 
mity of his conduct, with the hope that a revolution might be 
averted by gentler means than the military force of the repub- 
lic. This proving ineffectual, he issued the Manifiesto, pre- 
sented to the Colombian repubhc and to the world, containing 
a masterly vindication of the course of the executive, and plac- 
ing the factious party in Venezuela completely in the wrong. 
But deterred, either by the deficiency of disposable means 
or some other cause which does not appear, from commencing 
offensive operations for the reduction of Paez, the executive 
seethed disposed, like the Venezuelans, to wait and refer the 
subject to the arbitrement of Bolivar, whose return from Peru 
was now earnestly demanded and anxiously expected. 

Nothing occurred in Venezuela to vary essentially the state 
of things until August. The insurgent party continued to ex- 
press great confidence in the righteousness of their cause, but 
without being perfectly united among themselves, at least in 
regard to their ultimate object. With some, the subdivision of 
Colombia into three independent governments, answerable to 
the ancient political geography, was a favorite scheme ; while 
the more sensible and moderate among them preferred a fed- 
eral union corresponding to that of the United States. On the 
eighth of August the populace of Puerto Cabello compelled 
the municipality to proclaim the immediate adoption of the 
federative system, without waiting for the call of a convention, 
or for the arrival of Bolivar. Such a measure would have 
been nothing short of absolute separation from, and dissolution 
of, the existing Colombian union ; and was therefore justly 
stigmatized as such by the municipality of Caracas, who re- 
solved to adhere to their first ground, expressing their anxiety 
for federation, if it could be peaceably obtained and extended 
to the whole republic of Colombia, but not otherwise. They 
had pledged provisional obedience to Paez, but deprecated a 
dissolution of the republic. 

Ere long, these meetings were followed by others in Cumana, 
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Barcelona, Maracaybo, Carthagena, and the island of Margarita, 
declaring in favor of Paez and of federation. About the same 
time, however, the battalion of Apure, commanded by Colonel 
Marceno, deserted Pasz, and marched from Caracas to join 
General Bermudez, who prepared to invest Cumana, and assert 
his authority there by force of arms. But to compensate for 
this reverse, the departments of Asuay, Equador, Istmo, and 
Magdalena, proceeded to join the reformers. But these places 
were far from according in their views. Some of thera, as 
Guayaquil, not only demanded a convention, but even went 
so far as to confer on BoUvar the powers of dictator, soh- 
citing him to talie sole charge of Colombia. In conse- 
quence of these revolutionary movements at the two ex- 
tremities of tlie republic, on the shores of the Pacific and of 
the A.tlanlic, a meeting was held at Caracas in November, 
founded on the idea tiiat the nation was resolved into its con- 
stituent elements, and recommending a convention to organize 
a new system of government for ancient Venezuela. They 
persisted, however in declaring their willingness to abide by 
the decision of Bolivar. 

In the course of November and December various other 
vicissitudes in the state of things occurred, some of which por- 
tended 'a more bloody consummation of the affair than the 
factious party themselves desired. A slight conflict took place 
at Truxillo, between the garrison and a party of the soldiers of 
Paez, which was the first hostile encounter. Marceno still 
held out against Paez in the neighborhood of Caracas, each 
seeming averse to commence hostilities. In another quarter. 
General Bermudez attacked Cumana with a small body of 
troops, and was repulsed by the revolutionists there under the 
command of Colonel Ruiz. Puerto Cabello, on the other 
hand, revolted against Cala, the governor appointed by Paez, 
and prevailed on General Pedro Briceno Mendez, who acci- 
dentally arrived there the next day, to remain and keep pos- 
session of tlie place until the coming of Bohvar. Such was the 
distracted condition of the country at this period, that all, with 
equal anxiety, implored the presence of the Liberator to pre- 
vent the further eiFusion of blood, and heal the wounds of 
Colombia. 

This exalted individual, whose name and influence were 
ever3rwhere invoked as alone capable of preserving his country 
from the worst extremities of civil war, left Lima at the begin- 
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iiing of September, immediately restoring constitutional order as 
lie passed through the towns of Guayaquil, Equador, and Asuay. 
He reached Bogota on the fourteenth of November, and enter- 
ed upon the exercise of the extraordinary powers with which 
lie was invested, in order to concentrate all the energies of the 
republic* To reestablish the financial credit of the state by 
directly reducing the expenditures, and by introducing sundry 
changes in the civil and military administration of tlie govern- 
ment with that end in view, was the first act of his discretionary 
authority. Remaining but a few days at Bogota, he hastened 
to the immediate scene of convulsion, followed by a numerous 
suite, but with nothing deserving the name of a military force. 
He issued decrees in all the principal towns, enjoining a cessa- 
tion of hostilities and obedience to the constituted authorities, 
and was received by the inhabitants with every demonstration 
of enthusiastic welcome. 

In fact, it was evident that the people universally sighed for 
the restoration of tranquillity, and, if they had ever sincerely 
favored the attempted revolution, rejoiced to see its advance- 
ment arrested. Whatever inconveniences they had suffer- 
ed under the consfitutional government, they were nothing 
compared with the evils of anarchy and military usurpation ; 
and a lively sense of this truth animated every bosom. Hence, 
on Bolivar's arrival at Maracaybo, Puerto Cabello, Valencia, 
and Caracas, successively, every vestige of insurrection dis- 
appeared before him. He reached Valencia at the end of the 
year, and early in January fixed his head quarters at Caracas. 
Assuming the immediate government of the departments of 
Maturin, Venezuela, Orinoco, and Sulia, he proclaimed an am- 
nesty for all things done or said with reference to reform, 
guarantying to protect the persons, property, and offices of 
individuals, notwithstanding their having been engaged in that 



*The provision of the constitution relating to this point is, Tit. v. 
sect. 2, art. 128, in the following words ; ' En log casos de conmocion 
interior a mano armada que amenace la seguridad de la Republica, y en 
los de una invasion esterior y repentina, puede con previo acuerdo y 
<:onsentimiento del Congreso, dictar todas aquelkts medidas estraordi- 
nariiis que sean indiapensables y que no esten comprendidas en la es/era 
natural de sus atribuciones. Si el Congreso no estuviese reunido, 
tendra la misma facultad por si solo ; pero le convocara sin la menor 
demora, para proceder conforme a sus acuerdos. Esta estraordinaria 
autorizacion sera limitada linicamentc a los lugares y tiempo indi- 
spensablemente necesarios.' 
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cause, and pledging himself to convoke a great national con- 
vention, in order to determine the fate of the republic. And 
to put a finishing hand to the work of pacification, he recognised 
Paez as superior chief of Venezuela, and Marino as command- 
ant general of Maturin. With these events, all the signs 
of approaching civil war, and of violent political convulsion, 
terminated. To say that with them, hkewise, the march 
of revolution ceased, would be premature ; because many of 
the circumstances, perhaps the secret springs of the movement, 
are unknown to us ; and its future consequences on the for- 
tunes of Colombia it is yet impossible to predict. 

Of the present intentions of Bolivar, of his principles and 
character as further unfolded by recent political events in 
Bolivia, Peru, and Colombia, our limits do not permit us to 
speak in this place ; nor if they did, should we desire to enter 
incidentally upon an argument of so much compass and im- 
portance. It cannot be denied, however, that recent indica- 
tions have augured unfavorably of the motives and designs of 
Bolivar, and it is well known, that many patriots in Colombia 
and Peru regard his movements with serious apprehensions. 
It is true, that the constitution which he made for Bolivia, and 
which it is fully understood he desires to introduce into Peru 
and Colombia, however judiciously it may be devised in some 
points, is in its main features antirepublican, if not absurd and 
impolitic. But all this may be said, without necessarily im- 
pugning Bolivar's motives as a patriot. He may be true to 
his country, and yet be the author of a very defective consti- 
tution. Such we would fain hope the result will prove. At 
its present stage the subject ought not to be approached but 
widi circumspection, and ample consideration of all the cir- 
cumstances, which bear upon it. 

Many persons among us appear to forget, or never to have 
regarded, the peculiar character, condition, and language of 
the people of South America. Accustomed to the regulated 
movement of our own political establishments, they fail to re- 
member that our revolution was prepared by more than a cen- 
tury of self government, under the most propitious circum- 
stances, whilst the revolution of the South was precipitated 
by causes out of the control of the colonists, namely, the pros- 
tration of Spain at the foot of Napoleon. Our English ex- 
traction, our climate, our habits, the similarity of complexion 
in our free population, the diffusion of knowledge among us. 
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and our perfect familiarity with the routine of government, are 
striking circumstances, wherein our good fortune is deeply 
contrasted with the want of it in Spanish America. When 
great men have arisen among us, men of commanding intellect, 
formed to act the part of leaders in the land, they have found 
the pursuit of virtue and patriotism here, not only coincident 
with their interest, but consonant to the whole spirit of our in- 
stitutions. Everything has impelled them to purity of conduct. 
Hence, to have betrayed his country in the hour of her trial, 
has consigned the name of Benedict Arnold almost to a solitary 
immortality of infamy. Nay, at a later day, for an individual 
loftier in station and not less gifted by nature than Arnold, to 
have meditated a treason, has made his place on the roll of iiis 
country's highest magistrates to be, like Marino Faliero's 
among the portraits of the Venetian doges, a blank for ever. 

Not so in Spanish America, where treason has done its 
worst work, and where the virtuous and highminded patriot 
has obstacles without number to struggle against in the path of 
honorable ambition. A motley population, uneducated, unini- 
tiated into the mysteries of government, suddenly emerging 
from the tutelage and tyranny of colonial administration, was 
plunged at once into the frantic contests of revolutionary 
warfare. That scenes of anarchy and confusion ensued, 
which persons of desperate fortunes and depraved principles 
looked to as an opportunity for individual aggrandizement, is 
no more than we should naturally anticipate. But Providence 
raises up extraordinary men for extraordinary occasions. Boli- 
var came forward to control the troubled elements in the 
South, as Washington had ruled them in the North. And 
if it be premature now, when Bolivar is in the midst of his 
career, to uiute their fame in the same tribute of grateful vene- 
ration, it is equally premature to condemn his cause untried, 
and hastily to abandon a reputation justly favored by every 
friend of freedom. Domestic factions, we fear, make their 
voice to be heard on this point beyond the limits of South 
America. 

Strange as it is, too, we frequently observe faults in taste, 
nay, dishonest motives, imputed to Bolivar, solely in consequence 
of the peculiar nature of his vernacular tongue. The chief 
characteristic of the Spanish language is a spirit of dignity and 
grandeur, which they, who understand the history of the nation, 
know how to ascribe to its proper causes. It delights in hy- 
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perbole. It deals in picturesque, imaginative expressions. Its 
inherent vice, therefore, is a tendency to exaggeration. The 
kindred languages of the Peninsula, unlike those of the rest of 
Western Europe, are impressed with an air of Arabian pomp, 
and an Asiatic magnificence of idiom pervades their whole 
structure. Hence, when we peruse the proclamations and 
addresses of their public men in poor translations, bald without 
truth and literal without exactness, we do extreme mjustice to 
their authors by recurring for an object of comparison, to the 
majestic simplicity of our best models of style in similar com- 
positions. And, owing to the neglect of this caution, much 
unmerited obloquy has been cast upon the reputation of Bolivar. 
We, moreover, who enjoy the comparatively phlegmatic tem- 
perament congenial to the colder zones, should consider the 
excited feelings of the ardent inhabitants of the South, where 

' Souls made of fire and children of the sun' 

will naturally communicate the stamp of their glowing senti- 
ments to the impassioned language they speak. 
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Mb M'Culloch seems to be at present one of the most 
active laborers in the vineyard of political economy ; and if the 
value of work be estimated by the quantity of it turned out in 
a given time, he must certainly be considered as belonging to 
the productive class. Beside the two treatises named above, 
he has published, within a few years, a formal essay on the 
rise and progress of his favorite science, and is now, we beUeve, 
preparing for the press a Dictionary of Political Economy and 
a new edition of the ' Wealth of Nations,' with extensive com- 
mentaries by himself; having in the mean time contributed 
largely to the weekly and quarterly journals, and delivered a 
course of public lectures at London. Mr M'Culloch therefore 



